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This is BRAIN

3 months 

DISTRIBUTION

• Mycobacterium tuberculosis

• Incubation period: Few weeks to years
• Site: Lungs, lymph nodes, bones & gut

OR M. bovis [Bacteria]

PATHOGEN FACTS

• Cough droplets

• Unpasteurized milk 

Overcrowding, poor housing, 
homelessness, HIV+ 

TRANSMISSION

Secondary 
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REACTIVATION

PATHOGENESIS 

CLINICAL FEATURES 

Cough (w/ blood), chest pain, fever, 
night sweats, unintentional weight loss

• Rapid test for DNA presence
• Microscopical examination
• Culture
• Chest X-ray

DIAGNOSIS

(for M. bovis)

Getting HIV

TB is dormant, the immune system can control the 
infection by “walling it off”. However, it can be 
reactivated if the immune system is weakened: 

TB is actively multiplying causing 
symptoms, from here it can spread 
from the primary infection site 
(lungs) to other organs, commonly 
the lymph nodes, the gut and 
bones – secondary infection. 

The primary site of infection for M. tuberculosis is the lungs. 

Brain developed a persistent cough that just would not go away. 

At first, he assumed it was 
nothing serious, but after 
three months of coughing, he 
began feeling increasingly 
unwell and decided to visit the 
hospital. 

A chest X-ray showed changes 
suggestive of tuberculosis, and 
laboratory tests confirmed the 
diagnosis. Brain was started on the 
appropriate course of antibiotics 
and, after completing his treatment, 
made a full recovery and lived to tell 
the tale. 

EXTRA (not on exam)

M. tuberculosis 
can be seen on 
microscopy and 
shows pink with 

staining. 
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